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be too long. Nevertheless it is the duty of an English reviewer to say
that in this book there is a great deal about English law. A thorough
knowledge of the English law of the Norman and Angevin periods has
from the first distinguished Dr. Brunner from most of his fellow German-
ists, who, however learned they may be in the Anglo-Saxon dooms, are apt
to leave England to itself so soon as the Normans have conquered it.
Over and over again this knowledge of our common law has stood
Dr. Brunner in good stead even when he has been dealing with some
piece of continental history. A striking example of this occurs in the
first of the essays that are here republished. When Waitz and Both
are disputing over the charters of the Merovingian kings, Dr. Brunner
intervenes between them, bearing in his hand das Evangelium des
englischen Immobiliarrechtes, Littleton's ' Tenures,' and there is peace.
This is a typical instance of what English medieval law can do when it
is in the hands of a master. Such exploits as this ought to secure for
Dr. Brunner'8 work a hearty welcome in England. Many of the theories
of the great Germanists, the jurists who have been reconstructing ancient
Teutonic law, raise suspicions in our insular minds. Their authors, while
striving to minimise the influence of Roman law, and while they are
in the very act of protesting that all is detUsch as deutsch can be,
introduce ideas and distinctions which do not come naturally to the
Englishman, but look to him like Roman ideas and distinctions that are
striving to conceal their Romanism. They are not themselves aware of
the all-pervading influence which their early training in Roman law and
the romanised law of modern Germany exercises over their theories of
the middle ages; for example, they cannot but see a ' usufruct' where an
Englishman sees—and, according to Dr. Brunner, is right in seeing—a
1 limited ownership.' They cannot understand the potency of the forma
doni, which imposes, as Bracton says, a lex upon the land that is given.
But if the key to many a problem of French and German legal history is
to be found in England, it is equally true that the key to many an English
problem must be found in France or Germany. Dr. Brunner has thrown
a noble and a stable bridge over the high seas, and we hope that English
students will cross it. F. W. MAITLAND.

The Australian Commonwealth. (' The Story of the Nations.') By GBEVILLB

TBEGAETHEN. (London : T. Fisher Unwin. 1898.)

THE history of Australia presents so many difficulties that many allow-
ances ought to be made for a writer who essays to overcome them.
Probably no two writers undertaking the task attempted by Mr. Tregarthen
would have planned out their book in anything like the same way. The
space allotted by each to the events of various epochs would have differed,
as would also the mode of treatment. Mr. Tregarthen, on his part, has
devoted what will seem to some a disproportionate amount of his book
to the earlier history of both Australia and Tasmania, and he has con-
cluded by presenting short sketches of the most recent events and the
present conditions of the separate colonies. By so doing he has unavoid-
ably curtailed his account of the more important history of the period
1880-70. Li Australian history there are two subjects of the very highest .
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importance, the land system and the constitutional development. Beth
of these demand very careful consideration, and, we think, more lengthy
treatment than has been meted out to them in the present work.
If we turn, again, to the important characters in Australian history, two,
Sir George Gipps and Gibbon Wakefield, receive somewhat insufficient
attention, and, in consequence, fail to occupy the positions which are
their due in the history of the country which they did so much to develop.
It is difficult also to understand why New Zealand should be included
with Australia when its whole history and circumstances were so different.
Despite the multiplicity of controversial subjects which crowd colonial
history, Mr. Tregarthen has striven, with very fair success, to maintain
an impartial attitude; in this respect, at any rate, excelling many of his
predecessors. But the history of Australia still remains to be written.

B. C. K. G.

Philosophy and Political Economy in some of their Historical Relations.
By JAMES BONAB, M.A., LL.D. (London: Sonnenschein & Go.
1898.)

THE history of economic theory has been sketched, and ably sketched, by
other writers; the novelty of Mr. Bonar's work lies in this, that he has
endeavoured to illuminate it by regarding it in a particular reference—in
reference, that is, to the total body of opinions held by the leading
economists on matters non-economic, but which in the opinion of the
author influenced or elucidated their economic views. It has of late
become a truism that political economy is after all only a department of
social philosophy or sociology, and should own allegiance to its arohitec-
tonic. After all, what is a philosophy but a point of view ? a science but
a department of knowledge treated from that point of view? But
although economists for the most part have accepted the doctrine, they
have hitherto shirked the laborious task of applying it historically.
Mr. Bonar has come to the rescue; that he was perhaps the best qualified
among living economists to fill the recognised want was already evidenced
by his brilliant monograph on Malthus. As he points out in his intro-
duction he has had few pioneers—none in fact who have endeavoured to
grasp the subject under a single comprehensive view. The industry of
the German school of historical economists has been exercised on the
influence of historical and economical facts and practice on the growth of
economio theory, and hardly at all on the solidarity between economics
and its philosophic sources. It is difficult, then, to over-estimate the com-
bination of qualities such a work as the present demanded. To have
compressed the result of so much reading, to have emptied so many
commonplace books, and to have epigrammatised so much reflection into
one not very bulky volume would be in itself a notable feat. And yet the
touchstone in such cases is not the collection but the selection of material.
It is here that Mr. Bonar has exhibited his mastery of his subject. He
has given us a real history and not merely a series of isolated studies.
Although bis purpose is rather to illustrate the mental attitude of the
leading thinkers than to sketch the course of economic doctrine, he never
fails by a few pregnant sentences to put the reader in touch with the
essential course of history. At the same time he never allows his
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